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were remarkably tolerant in their attitude to their non-
Muslim subjects. This was equally true of the Bahmani
kingdom and other principalities in the south. Akbar's
special distinction lies in his elevation of this practice to a
principle of sovereignty.

Like some of the greatest Indian emperors of antiquity,
he also was full of a spirit of respectful deference to all
religions and had in his nature a strong mystic vein. He
was, however, essentially a ruler and his was perhaps the
first conscious attempt to formulate the conception of a
Secular State. He also initiated a liberal social and religious
policy which aimed at bringing about a fusion of the diverse
elements which constitute the Indian people. In fact, he
may in many respects be regarded as the creator of modern
India.

The Mughal dynasty would have been remarkable if it
had produced only a Babar or an Akbar. In fact, it produced
five or six generations of exceptionally able men. This
partly explains the extent and duration of the Mughal empire
and the hold it had on the imagination of the people. Another
, reason was Akbar's reorganisation of the administrative
system. Though we cannot say that he established the
rule of law, his reforms did to a large extent replace personal
rule by governance according to rules. His policy was
followed by his successors till the time of Aurangzeb who
differed from Akbar in two important respects. While
retaining control of policy, Akbar had delegated large
powers to his officers and ran, his administration on a basis
of trust. Aurangzeb could not trust even his own sons
and tried to control not only policy but even the details
of administration. Aurangzeb also differed radically from
Akbar in his attitude towards his subjects. Akbar had
treated all of them equally and offered every citizen an
opportunity of serving the State* Aurangzeb could not
treat even the Muslims on a basis of equality and reserved,
as far as possible, his favours only for the Sunnis.